
SHORT DIVISION: WE USE THIS METHOD FOR DIVIDING NUMBERS 
BY ONE OR TWO DIGIT NUMBERS.  IT IS VERY DEPENDENT ON THE 
STUDENT'S KNOWLEDGE OF MULTIPLICATION TABLES.

STEP ONE: CREATE A TABLE OF THE FIRST NINE MULTIPLES OF THE 
DIVISOR

EXAMPLE:  

STEP TWO: HOW MANY TIMES DOES 4 GO 
INTO 3?  THE ANSWER IS 0, SO WE PUT THE  
0 IN THE QUOTIENT ABOVE THE 3 AND 
CARRY THE REMAINDER OF THE UNUSED 3 TO 
THE TENS COLUMN OF THE NEXT DIGIT IN 
THE DIVIDEND (IN THIS EXAMPLE THE "1" 
BECOMES "31") 

STEP THREE: NOW WE ASK, HOW MANY TIMES DOES 4 GO 
INTO 31?  LOOKING AT THE LIST OF MULTIPLES OF 4, THE 
NUMBER SMALLER THAN 31 INTO WHICH 4 DIVIDES IS 28 (4 
GOES INTO 28, 7 TIMES. SO, WE WRITE 7 IN THE QUOTIENT 
ABOVE THE "1".  AFTER YOU TAKE 28 AWAY FROM 31, WHAT IS 
LEFT? WE CALL THIS THE "REMAINDER."  IN THIS CASE, THE 
REMAINDER IS 3, THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 28 AND 31.  WE 
PUT THE 3 IN THE UPPER LEFT HAND CORNER OF THE 4 (IN 
THIS EXAMPLE, THE "4" BECOMES "34."



STEP FOUR: NOW WE ASK, HOW MANY TIMES DOES 4 GO INTO 34?  
LOOKING AT THE LIST OF MULTIPLES OF 4, THE NUMBER SMALLER THAN 
34 INTO WHICH 4 DIVIDES IS 32 (4 GOES INTO 32, 8 TIMES). SO, WE 
WRITE 8 IN THE QUOTIENT ABOVE THE "4".  AFTER YOU TAKE 32 AWAY 
FROM 34, WHAT IS LEFT? IN THIS CASE, THE REMAINDER IS 2, THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 32 AND 34.  WE PUT THE 2 IN THE UPPER LEFT 
HAND CORNER OF THE 8 (IN THIS EXAMPLE, THE "8" BECOMES "28."); 
NEXT, WE ASK, HOW MANY TIMES DOES 4 GO DIVIDE INTO 28; BY NOW 
WE SHOULD KNOW THAT THE ANSWER IS 7.  WE WRITE 7 ABOVE THE 8.

STEP FIVE: SINCE THERE IS NO REMAINDER WHEN WE DIVIDE 4 INTO 28, WE 
ARE DONE. OUR QUOTIENT (THE ANSWER) IS 787; WE CAN STATE THAT 3,148 
DIVIDED BY 4 IS 787.

STEP SIX:  IN THE EVENT THAT YOU HAVE A REMAINDER AT THE END OF 
YOUR CALCULATIONS, PUT THE REMAINDER AS THE NUMERATOR (TOP OF A 
FRACTION) OF A FRACTION NEXT TO THE QUOTIENT WITH THE 
DENOMINATOR (BOTTOM OF A FRACTION) AS THE DIVISOR. FOR EXAMPLE:



HERE ARE A NUMBER OF EXAMPLES FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILD TO REVIEW 
BEFORE GOING IT ALONE:



we tried dividing some fun numbers in class this week like the number of orders of 
large fries ordered from Burger King every day in the United States:



we tried dividing some fun numbers in class this week like the number of orders of 
large fries ordered from Burger King every day in the United States:



Americans buy 58,863,993 dozen fresh eggs every day.
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Americans buy 3,972,603 movie tickets every day.
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Americans buy 978,030 bags of Orville 
Redenbacher's Gourmet Popping Corn butter 
varieties every day.
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Redenbacher's Gourmet Popping Corn butter 
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Americans buy 1,683,835 songs and albums online every day.
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